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Muratbek Imanaliev, former Foreign Minister, program director of the Institute for Public Policy, discusses the
state of political parties in Kyrgyzstan and their role in state governance. The discussion took place on 13 October
2005 at IPP, during his meeting with representatives of political parties, public servants, and assistants of
Parliament members — participants of “Policy debate and good governance” project of IPP.
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Dynamics of emergence of political parties in
Kyrgyzstan
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Diagram 1. Dynamics of emergence of new parties in Kyrgyzstan. From the Sustainable Human
Development Report in the Kyrgyz Republic, 2004. UNDP, Bishkek, p. 111.
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Which electoral system of the
legislature is optimal for our country?
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Why does Hizbut-Tahrir's influence
gradually increase? Is it because of the abject
poverty of our population or it is a result of our
traditions, which  survived the  Soviet
repression?
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Which party system, do you think,
suits Kyrgyzstan best? Single party, two-party
or a multiparty system with several dominant
parties? And in this regard, how could an
electoral system influence the number of
parties?
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The main goal behind having a
proportional system is to increase the efficiency
of the parliament, as there will be factions with
clear programs. This is, of course, in theory.
But people prior to elections could join parties
and then defect once in parliament. Everyone
wants to have an efficient parliament with clear
programmatic goals and identifiable factions.
How can we reach it if we lack party discipline?
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We saw the example of Askar
Akaev, who sought respect from different
countries and received money. However, we
never observed universal respect of
Kyrgyzstan. What Akaev did was build foreign
relations. So perhaps we should have paid
more attention to domestic affairs?
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It appears to me that, conversely,
we are totally imitating the Euro-Atlantic
civilization and forgetting our identity. We
accept every Western institution as a panacea
for all ills, specifically political parties. If those
liberal ideas do not constitute people’s needs,
why would you impose them?
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On October 10t 2005, Valentin Bogatyrev talked at IPP on old and new problems of state governance after the
March events. Bogatyrev is a director of the International Institute for Strategic Studies under the President of the

Kyrgyz Republic, and is an adviser to the President.
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Institute for Strategic Studies
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( % Minister of People’s Education
of Kyrgyzstan;
% || 1989-95 - director, co-director
Koo 0 % of Central Asian School of
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*o0n 1 $D director of the Institute for
% % 0 * Ethnic Politics. Bogatyrev is

’ chairman of the Board of

* 00 + Trustees of the European Club
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In your opinion, what would be the
changes in administrative structure in the case
of the republic tumning to a parliamentary
system of governance?
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Presently the legitimacy is being
doubted due to the changes in the constitution
that are taking place again. Will it not happen
again that after the new constitution is adopted,
the President will go for new elections as
though for his first term, as happened in 1995
already?
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A Should we perceive political parties
as a possible panacea in our situation?
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b Yet, the party is an institute of
democracy which is needed for putting forward
candidates, isn't it?
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What is the role of the Institute for
Strategic Research in elaborating strategic
goals and providing them to the state for
consideration so that these aims become
enabled within the state governance?
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Is it necessary to wait till the political
elite grows up?
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Will this not lead to more
destabilization?
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Djoomart Kaipovich, eight months have
passed since the March events. What
qualitative changes, if any, have you noticed for
this period?
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The guest of our issue, Djoomart Otorbaev, is one of few specialists in Kyrgyzstan working
closely with both current and potential foreign investors. Djoomart is Director-General of Philips
Electronics Corporation office in Kyrgyzstan, and vice President of the corporation in Central
Asia. In 2001-2004 he served as the President's Special representative on attracting foreign
investments. In 2002-2005 he also served as deputy Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan. At the
moment, Djoomart Otorbaev is head of the “Investment Round Table” Public Union in Bishkek.
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How do foreign investors see the current
situation in Kyrgyzstan?
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Even if the government works as it should,
does Kyrgyzstan have anything to offer
investors?
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You currently head the “Investment round

table” Public Union. Could you tell us about

your professional activities?
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We thank you very much, and wish you
the best of success
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Member of Jogorku Kenesh Jantoro Satybaldiev and the President’s representative in Jogorku Kenesh
Daniyar Narymbaev debated on constitutional changes, administrative reforms, and other post-March
governance issues at an IPP-organized roundtable on18 November 2005. Chinara Jakypova, Director
General of the Institute for Public Policy, moderated the discussion.
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0 Member of Jogorku Kenesh

) ’ % of the Kyrgyz Republic.
" U - § +* In 1999-2000 served as

Minister of Transportation
and Communication of the
Kyrgyz Republic.

He also served as a Mayor

-t of Osh city in 2001-2003,
.t %P % and Special Representative
( % %" ( of the President on energy

security with the status of
denutv Prime Minister.
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It was very interesting to listen to all
four speakers, and | would like to ask Daniyar
llich, as the President’s Representative to the
Parliament: Does the abolition of the Ministry for
Local Self-Government means that the President
has retreated from reforms in local self-
government? We are aware of the weakness of
the central government in the provinces. Perhaps,
transfer of more powers to local government is
the main issue in the reform of government.
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| would like to comment on Daniyar
llich's speech stating that mass media became

freer after March 24t. | partially agree that mass
media has changed the way of covering events.
However, this happened not due to government’s
loyalty, but because the society has changed.
Today, as the Internet is widely spread
throughout Bishkek, TV companies started to use
information taken from electronic mass media. On
the other hand, in fact, nothing has changed in
the system of mass media regulation. About 30
TV companies have been in a queue for three
years, waiting for a frequency, although it is well
known that TV companies cannot exist without a
frequency. The issue of reforming KTR (Kyrgyz
State TV and Radio Company) was raised, but no
practical steps were taken towards its
implementation; a proposed statute on KTR has
been waiting for Mr. Bakiev's consideration for a
month already. Probably, in a second reading, the
parliament will pass a draft law on KTR after
December 20™, but nobody knows what it will look
like. Mass media only seems to be free, and there
are growing concerns that next year the
government will start putting pressure on the
mass media. As a citizen, | am interested in
constitutional hearings on a new draft of
constitutional amendments which is going to be
approved. | would ask both speakers whether you
really believe that a new text of the Constitution
(which is likely to be approved just like under
Akaev — through a simple referendum) will be
better. Should we really rush with this matter just
because the new administration has initiated it?
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Daniyar llich has pointed out in his
address that overstated expectations became one
of the problems after March 24™. Is not the state
itself a source of those overstated expectations?
Following March 24%, Daniyar Usenov kept
talking about millions being returned to state
coffers from Akaev's adherents. Mr. Bakiev says
that investments are pouring into the economy. In
additon,  the  administration  reacts to
developments in the country in different ways. On
March 17t two-three thousand protestors were
dispersed with the help of rubber bullets and
smoke barrels in half an hour; the authorities
quickly established order. But they have failed to
drive away a lone Motuev and 200-300 people
from the Karakeche coal mine for six months
already. Do you think the current administration is
itself a source of overstated expectations and
other problems in our country? Thank you.
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Jantoro Joldoshevich, let us say that
the constitutional reform will not produce
desirable results for Jogorku Kenesh, i.e. it will
not result in additional powers for the parliament.
Then, how do you think the parliament should
restructure internally, institutionally, in order to
work according to the new Constitution of 2005?
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Today we have representatives of two
branches of power: legislative and executive. And
we feel a certain healthy antagonism between
you. Does it reflect a certain abnormal situation in
the society when we lack a strong independent
judiciary; are there people in the country who
could represent a strong judicial branch of power?
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Besides the problems related to
changes to the Constitution, which other short-
term problems, requiring immediate solution,
would you single out?

5 L UG, , %
%% * % p" (% (
"l VoW % ot % 7"
$" W, %, HS ! (h (h#

1% ( % o, o, | )
0* + #"px 1 ™ % % (
$% %ol o# L+ % , ¥+
$ % 5* % 5" $%$
"% *Hh o+ "B, U "
% o, b .% % %;
o, ' "

% o, %. R B $+ 0w 7
# # o w4 $C %S
. ' "0 #l . # G
SR S B L% "ok #
R h, % BY% % i $

#
!

( * % 1S % N<IE(C "
* !ll&’ . % !* n ( $II IIU/0
L #HS 0 BY hol%ET i

5 % o *%* %%.i% 4 % 8 P

# 40C" 5" # G% Wt "%, L* %

B+ "* /% % 5" i+ oo h"$
oL* % # 1 Ct #' 9.

wo%i( | A G
R o
C +. Wwoo, L, *x, 9¢
(* " L $D ! "L - " (
wog, M W, . Li % !
C% %, . $ U %
|

" w$ (%

oo#' %% ,*
e # 6% 6 i +* 0 L

oW % Stk
R B %L+ Xk 5" W @ W

R %o @ #% %
, LS % U $ 0! .

C$S% % (4 S%% % % (
A G S TR R
( @% " %t !$ 4 "

@#% ( - " ool #

PSS %) % % (M
-1 (T 1 1 $% M "8
" i C$% %




) 20 ?

Author, Saule Alymbekova, is participant of the project “Policy debate and good governance”. This is the first
essay in a series of policy briefs to be written by project participants.
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